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Table A1: Descriptives of all observations in the main analyses (weighted to account for
sampling and non-response)

Variable Mean Std Dev Min Max

Happiness (before standardization) 2.19 0.61 1 3
Unemployed 0.047 0 1

Religion variables
Probability of attendance 0.35 0.42 0 0.99
Pray daily or more 0.53 0 1
Believe God exists 0.57 0 1
Believe in life after death 0.73 0 1
Religious affiliation 0.82 0 1
Religious person 0.51 0.32 0 1
Carry religious beliefs into rest of life 0.60 0.32 0 1

Controls
Female 0.51 0 1
Age in years 42.2 10.7 18 89
Number of children 1.7 1.5 0 8
Years of education 14.0 2.9 2 20
White (non-Hispanic) 0.69 0 1
Black (non-Hispanic) 0.14 0 1
Other (non-Hispanic) 0.04 0 1
Hispanic 0.12 0 1
Married 0.61 0 1
Widowed 0.01 0 1
Divorced 0.13 0 1
Separated 0.03 0 1
Never married 0.23 0 1
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Table A2: Logit and Ordered Logit Baseline Regression Models

(1) (2) (3)

happy −0.60∗∗

(0.088)
L.happy −0.41∗∗

(0.10)
Unemployed −1.21∗∗

(0.18)

cut1 −2.32∗∗

(0.096)
cut2 0.67∗∗

(0.083)
Year fixed effects Y es Y es Y es

N(observations) 6327 3708 6327

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Models 1, 2, and 3 correspond to Models 1, 2,
and 3 of Table 1 in the main paper, except Models 1
and 2 use a logit model, and Model 3 uses an ordered
logit model.
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Table A3: Full Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2) (3)

Unemployed −0.40∗ −1.05 −0.92
(0.11) (0.69) (0.65)

Unemployed × Probability of Attendance 0.55+ 0.58∗ 0.77∗

(0.29) (0.26) (0.28)
Unemployed × Pray daily or more −0.13

(0.21)
Unemployed × Believe God exists −0.41+

(0.21)
Unemployed × Believe in life after death 0.45∗

(0.18)
Unemployed × Religious affiliation 0.094

(0.23)
Unemployed × Religious person −0.99∗

(0.44)
Unemployed × Carry relig beliefs into rest of life 0.75∗

(0.33)
Female × Unemployed 0.11 0.089

(0.19) (0.18)
Non-Hispanic Black × Unemployed 0.34 0.26

(0.34) (0.25)
Non-Hispanic Other × Unemployed 0.22 −0.034

(0.53) (0.57)
Hispanic × Unemployed −0.17 −0.17

(0.34) (0.28)
Married × Unemployed −0.37 −0.20

(0.26) (0.23)
Widowed × Unemployed 0.023 0.24

(0.55) (0.50)
Divorced × Unemployed 0.11 0.15

(0.31) (0.26)
Separated × Unemployed −0.15 0.13

(0.72) (0.63)
Unemployed × Number of children −0.093 −0.056

(0.087) (0.075)
Unemployed × Age 0.016 0.011

(0.010) (0.0085)
Unemployed × Education 0.014 −0.0011

(0.037) (0.035)
2008 −0.13∗ −0.13∗ −0.11∗

(0.043) (0.043) (0.043)
2010 −0.16∗ −0.15∗ −0.13∗

(0.044) (0.044) (0.044)
2012 −0.078 −0.078 −0.059

(0.054) (0.054) (0.054)
2014 −0.045 −0.045 −0.037

(0.064) (0.064) (0.064)
Constant 0.15∗ 0.14∗ 0.13∗

(0.038) (0.037) (0.038)

N(observations) 6314 6314 6145
N(individuals) 2413 2413 2347

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Full model with all coefficients from Table 3 of paper. Key religion variable is
Probability of Attendance. Baseline race/ethnicity variable is “Non-Hispanic White”
and baseline marital status variable is “Never Married”.
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Table A4: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.40∗ −1.05
(0.11) (0.69)

Unemployed × Probability of attendance 0.55+ 0.58∗

(0.29) (0.26)
Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6314 6314
N(individuals) 2413 2413

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemployment
and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital status, and num-
ber of children.

Table A5: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.28+ −1.21+

(0.15) (0.73)
Unemployed × Pray daily or more 0.095 0.060

(0.21) (0.18)
Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6296 6296
N(individuals) 2406 2406

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemploy-
ment and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital sta-
tus, and number of children.
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Table A6: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.12 −1.02
(0.12) (0.69)

Unemployed × Believe God exists −0.22 −0.18
(0.21) (0.18)

Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6276 6276
N(individuals) 2399 2399

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemploy-
ment and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital sta-
tus, and number of children.

Table A7: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.64∗ −1.54∗

(0.16) (0.72)
Unemployed × Believe in life after death 0.57∗ 0.48∗

(0.20) (0.19)
Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6314 6314
N(individuals) 2414 2414

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemployment
and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital status, and
number of children.
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Table A8: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.69∗ −1.49∗

(0.21) (0.74)
Unemployed × Carry relig beliefs into rest of life 0.77∗ 0.66∗

(0.36) (0.29)
Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6227 6227
N(individuals) 2379 2379

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemployment and age,
sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital status, and number of children.

Table A9: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.049 −1.09
(0.23) (0.72)

Unemployed × Religious person −0.39 −0.40
(0.37) (0.35)

Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6288 6288
N(individuals) 2404 2404

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unem-
ployment and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, mar-
ital status, and number of children.
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Table A10: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.29 −1.24+

(0.20) (0.74)
Unemployed × Religious affiliation 0.076 0.088

(0.23) (0.22)
Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6305 6305
N(individuals) 2410 2410

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemploy-
ment and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital sta-
tus, and number of children.
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Supplemental Models with Alternative Religion Vari-
ables as Moderators

Table A11: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.38∗ −1.10
(0.11) (0.71)

Unemployed × Attend monthly or more 0.39+ 0.39+

(0.23) (0.20)
Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6314 6314
N(individuals) 2413 2413

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemployment
and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital status, and
number of children.
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Table A12: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.35 −1.26+

(0.24) (0.75)
Unemployed × Frequency of prayer 0.031 0.021

(0.056) (0.051)
Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6296 6296
N(individuals) 2406 2406

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemploy-
ment and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital sta-
tus, and number of children.
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Table A13: Regression Coefficients from Fixed Effects Models of Happiness

(1) (2)

Unemployed −0.080 −1.17
(0.26) (0.79)

Unemployed × Beliefs about God −0.033 −0.0068
(0.058) (0.057)

Controls No Y es
Year fixed effects Y es Y es
Constant Y es Y es

N(observations) 6276 6276
N(individuals) 2399 2399

Standard errors in parentheses
+ p < .1, ∗ p < .05
Note: Controls are interaction terms between unemploy-
ment and age, sex, education, race/ethnicity, marital
status, and number of children.
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Figure A1: Distribution of Frequency of Prayer
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Figure A2: Distribution of Belief in God
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Figure A3: Carry Religious Beliefs Into Rest of Life by Extent to Which One Considers
Themselves a Religious Person
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